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a new powered wheelchair

ANDRES DAVID LOPEZ

Earlier this month, the
CEO of Special Needs
roup, a provider of mo-

billty equipmenl sur-
prised Sunrise resident
and full-time wheelchair
user Kerlene Petit-

Homme.

Petit-Homme, 33, had
been selling artwork she
helped pfroduce to I‘Ill:
money forapowere
wheelchaie.

Inavideo provided by
Special Needs Grou
she is seen hand

Andrew Garnett, several
framed pictures of col-

ored roses.

“Would you mind tak-
ingatradeinsteadof
$5?" Garnett asked Petit-
Homme.

He dlnrm)nred and
returned riding a Pride
Mobility Jazzy Select 6,
which he explained his
company was donating
to

“Ilikeit," said Petit-

ALOPEZ@TRIBPUB.COM

GOING MOBILE Kerene Petit-Homme, aclient of ARC
Broward, poses with Special Needs Group CEO

Andrew Garnett. Special Needs Group recently
donated a powered chair to Petit-Homme.
PHOTO/ANDRES DAVID LOPEZ
Homme inaninterviewa Priortothe powered-
week later. “It's great.” chair donation, she used
Petit-Homme suffered amanual
astrokeattheageof 25 wheelchair [FUNEEIN
and hasbeenconfinedto and often [EPSEPs
awheelchairsince 2009. required

LAUDERHILL TRACK TEAM READY

Nonprofit employee donated Tamarac awards contract
to construct a fire station

ARUN SIVASANKARAN

Tamarac's existing Fire
Station 78, built in 1978,
will soon become a part of
the city’s history.

At last week's meeting,
the City Commission ap-
proved a contract with
West Construction, a South
Flonda-based company, for
the demolition of lﬁ: exist-
ing 6,000-square-foot
building. The company,
which is currently building
fire stations in Lauderhill
and Miami-Dade County,
will design and construct a
9,300-square-foot facility to
replace the existing one.

The total project cost, in-
cluding a contingency fund
of $345,000, is $3.8 million.
The estimated time needed
for completion of the proj-
ectis 580 days. The facility
will be constructed with
LEED-certified products,
but the city will not seek
LEED certification.

Theingress and egress
willbe on NW 47th Ter-

FILM: ADVANCES OF LGBT YOUTH
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THE GO AHEAD The Tamarac City Commission
approved a contract to construct Fire Station 78,
pictured in an ortist's rendering above. SUBMITTED PHOTO

race; thisis expected to
haveanimpactonre-
sponse times. “We will op-
erate a fire truck and a res-
cue ambulance on a daily
basis, but we have the ca-
pacity, as the needs change
out there, to operate a third
vehicle,” said Fire Chief
Mike Burton. “Right now,
we are coming out in be-
tween two heavily traveled
intersections, at a place
where people don't expect

ustobe coming out of.
Coming outon NW 47th
Terrace will make it much
safer for our people and for
anyone motonng.”

The fire station will op-
erate out of amodular fire
station near the Mainlands
5 clubhouse while the city
builds the new facility. Ata
City Com-

mission "

. continues
meeting in on8
February,

Nonprofit employee donated
a new powered wheelchair

ANDRES DAVID LOPEZ

Earlier this month, the
CEO of Special Needs
Group, a provider of mo-
bility equipment, sur-
prised Sunrise resident
and full-time wheelchair
user Kerlene Petit-
Homme.

Petit-Homme, 33, had
been selling artwork she
helped produce to raise
money for apowered
wheelchair.

In avideo provided by
Special Needs Grot&»’,
she is seen handing C
Andrew Garnett, several
framed plcturea of col-
ored roses.

“Would you mind tak-

atradeinsteadof
$5?" Garnett asked Petit-
Homme.

He disa eared and
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GOING MOBILE Kedene Petit-Homme, a client of ARC
Broward, poses with SpecialNeeds Group CEO
Andrew Garnett. Special Neads Group recently
donated a powered chair to Petit-Homme.

PHOTO/ANDRES DAVID LOFEZ

Academy wins 3o-0v FENTIEETEIED) EIRRG )

ALOPEZ@TRIBPUB.COM

When two
heavyweights
collide, sparks
are bound to fly.
Andthey did,
when the World
Wide Cricket
Academy re-
cently took on
Toofan Cricket
Clubin the final
of the Florida
Southeast Cricket League
35-overs tournament at

CRICKTT WITH

Toofan fc
inthe end
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Volunteer earns presidential award

Sunnise resident Sandy
Thomas was among 82
AT&T South
Florida em-
ployees honored
with the Presi-
dent’s Volunteer
Service Award.

The award is giv-
enbytheU.S.

prnsldenllo ac- 'I'HOMAS

tive citizens.
Inal2-month period,

Thomas has donated dent’s Volunteer Service

more than 500 volunteer
hours to The Wow Center,
Ronald McDonald
House Charities,
Joshua's Heart,
AT&T Aspire, and In-
novations for Learn-

ing.
"Ivolunteer, be-

causeitfeels good,”
Thomas saidinan
AT&T press release.

Winners of the Presi-

Award receive a personal-
ized certificate, an official
pin, medallion or coin,
and a congratulatory let-
ter from the president of
the United States, accord-
ingtothe award's web-
site,

Thomas saidsheisa
firm believer in this Win-
ston Churchill quote: "We
make a living by what we
get, but we make a life by
what we give."

World Wide Cricket

ader Toofan Cricket Club by 18 runs fo
refain the Florida Southeast Cricket Leogue 35-overs championship. SUBMTTED PHOTO

enough
continued ,,,,Pow"
Fe d lo
cling onto the title that it
had won last year.

Batting first, the acade-
my made 222, thanks
largely to a stroke-filled
63 by Dean Morgan and
use!ul contributions by
Jash Patel (43) and Vyktor
Charles (23). If not for Va-
su Konduru, who was the

ick of the bowlers with

igures of 7-0-35-4, and
Anoop Sankaranaraya-
nan, who took two wick-
ets for 14 runs in his seven
overs, the academy would
have endedup witha
much larger score.

Chasing a stiff but at-
tainabletarget, Toofan
lost wickets at regular in-
tervals and were almost
out of the game by the
23rd overat 113 for the
loss of seven wickets.

Kondoru, however, had
other plans. Striking the
ball with effortless ease,
he blazed away to 56 off
only 25 balls, inclusive of
five fours and three sixes.
Giving him able company
ina partnership of 86 in
just8.1overs was Shai-
lesh Sharma, who is also
the secretary of the Flori-

da Southeast Cricket
League. Justwhen it
seemed that he would

take Toofan over the line,  th

holed out to long
onwith Aadam Khan tak-
ing awell-judged catch.
Sharma (31 notout)
fought gamely, but soon
ran out of partners with
Toofan lolrﬁng up for 204
inthe 33rd over.

The other useful con-
tributions with the bat for
Toofan came from Sanka-
ranarayanan (28) and
Sarthey Patel (22).

Sherwin Powell was

the main wicket taker for
the academy, ending up
with figures of 7-0-34-3 in
addition to taking a catch
and running out a bats-
man with a direct hit. Atul
ger (7-0-38-1), Marlon

rant (2-0-6-1), Akash
Pooran (4-0-21-1) and
Morgan (5-0-34-2) also
chxpped in. Morgan, who
scored 63 runs and took 2
wickets, was declared the
most valuable player of

e game.

Rizwan Mohammed,
USA Cricket Association
board member for the
South East Region, spoke
at the presentation cere-
mony. Morgan received
the MVP trophy from
Jerry Punwassie, the
manager for the Florida

The Broward County public
elementary and middle school menu
for the weeks of April 27 and May 4 is
subject to change. High schools have
their own varying menus.

liRl :\l\l 4\\ T

April 2

wrapped pancake, mini Inul ch:chd
tropical fruit salad, chilled apricots

Thursday, April 30: Pork sausage
patty and biscuit, Florida orange juice,
raisins

Friday, May 1: Glazed apple biscuit,
chilled applesauce, dried strawberry-
flavored cranberries

Monday, May 4: French toast sticks,
chilled tropical fruit salad, apple juice

Tuesday, May 5: Scrambled eggs
and biscuit, hard-boiled egg, yogurt
parfait, chilled pears

Wednesday, May 6: Snack'n Waf-
fles, mini loaf, chilled peaches, raisins

Thursday, May 7: Pork sausage
patty and biscuit, Florida orange juice,
chilled apricots, crispy baked hash
browns

Friday, May 8: Apple cinnamon
bun, chilrcd applesauce, dried straw-
berry-flavored cranberries

Daily: Assorted cereals, biscuit, yo-
gurt, low-fat milk, fresh fruit

LUNCH

April 29: Ch b

eronawhole-wheat bun, turkey-ham-
and-cheese wrap, oven-browned po-
tato wedges, vegetarian baked beans,
chilled pears

Thursday, April 30: Oven-fried
chicken, bean-and-cheese burrito,
steamed collard greens, mashed pota-
toes, chilled peaches

Friday, MIK 1: Turkey pepperoni
calzonette with Marinara sauce, taco
pasta bake, sweet potato waffle fries,
corn cobbettes, fruit blend juices

Monday, May 4: Flame-broiled
hamburger on a whole-wheat bun,
Asian egg roll, baby carrots, steamed
broceoli, frozen fruit cups

Tuesday, May 5: Beef nachos with
shredded cheese, refried beans with
nachos, tuna salad on awheat bun,
steamed corn, refried beans, blue rasp-
berry juice, Spanish smart cookie

Wednesday, May 6: All-beef hot
dog on a whole-wheat bun, hot Italian
sub, fresh mini sweet peppers, baked
potato smiles, chilled mixed fruit

Thursday, May 7: Beefaroni, chick-
en empanadas, cucumber slices, mixed
vegetables, chilled peaches, fresh can-
taloupe

Friday, May 8: Baked chicken nug-
gets, honey-barbecuedbeefribona
wheat bun, sweet potato wedges, green
beans, grape juice

Daily: Entrée salad, fresh fruit, low-
fat milk

help with things like
SRl cntering bathrooms.
rom 1 “But with this one, |

cando it myself," she
said.

Petit-Homme participates in life-
skills training as a client of ARC
Broward, which provides services
for children and adults with disabili-
ties or other life challenges. She ad-
vocates for herself and for other cli-
ents in herrole as president of ARC
Broward's client advocacy program.

Petit-Homme often takes a lead-
ership role among clients in the or-
ganization's fundraising efforts and
other activities, said Jessica Kersey,
ARC Broward director of develop-
ment.

“She will absolutely lightupa
room,” Kersey said. “Good things
happento her because she really
does work to make everybody feel

According to Garnett, Special

Southeast Cricket
League regional teams. Needs Group rents out mobility
Ten teams. din ¢ sothat Yeople with spe-
thet t that be- cial needs can trave!

S “Just because you have some kind

ganin January.

of a special need doesn't mean that
you can't move onward and up-
ward,” he said, “Kerlene is a perfect
example.”

Petit-Homme said she hopes her
new powered chair will help her
make the trip to Ocala to visit her
brother. Although he visits herin
Sunrise, she has never been able to
visit his home.

“Having something like this gives
aperson more independence,” Gar-
nett said. Petit-Homme said she is
planninf toapply the money she
made selling her artwork — more
than §200 —toward the mainte-
nance of her powered chair.

She will continue to sell her col-
ored roses and is promoting them as
potential Mother’s Day gifts.

Garnett said Petit-Homme's in-
stinct to help herself was what in-
spired him to help with the donation.

“She wasn’t someone who was
justreaching out for a handout,”
Garnett said. “1 figured she needed a
little bit of extra help.”

Visit ARCbroward.com.
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Petit-Homme participates in life-
skills training as a client of ARC
Broward, which provides services
for children and adults with disabili-
ties or other life challenges. She ad-
vocates for herself and for other cli-
ents in her role as president of ARC
Broward's client advocacy program.

Petit-Homme often takes a lead-
ership role among clients in the or-
ganization's fundraising efforts and
other activities, said Jessica Kersey,
ARC Broward director of develop-
ment.

“She will absolutely lightup a
room,"” Kersey said. "Good things
happento her because she really
does work to make everybody feel
good.”

According to Garnett, Special
Needs Group rents out mobility
equipment so that people with spe-
cial needs can travel.

“Just because you have some kind

of a special need doesn't mean that
youcan't move onward and up-
ward,” he said, “Kerlene is a perfect
example.”

Petit-Homme said she hopes her
new powered chair will help her
make the trip to Ocala to visit her
brother. Although he visits her in
Sunrise, she has never been able to
visit his home.

“Having something like this gives
aperson more independence,” Gar-
nett said. Petit-Homme said she is
planning to apply the money she
made selling her artwork — more
than $200 —toward the mainte-
nance of her powered chair.

She will continue to sell her col-
ored roses and is promoting them as
potential Mother's Day gifts.

Garnett said Petit-Homme's in-
stinct to help herself was what in-
spired him to help with the donation.

“She wasn't someone who was
justreaching out for a handout,”
Garnett said. “l figured she needed a
little bit of extra help.”

Visit ARCbhroward.com.
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